
14.06.2016 

 

PRIVATE NOTICE QUESTION 

 

To ask the Rt. Honourable Prime Minister, Minister of Defence, Home Affairs, Minister for 

Rodrigues and National Development Unit - 

 

Whether, in regard to the diplomatic, commercial and economic fall-outs of a United 

Kingdom exit from the European Union, he will state- 

 

(a) if he has chaired any inter-ministerial committee in relation thereto and indicate 

what Government-Private Sector consultations there have been; 

 

(b) the eventual impact thereof on our- 

 

(i) exports of sugar, textile products, canned tuna and fruits; and  

 

(ii) tourism sector; 

 

(c) if Mauritius has discussed same with our African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of 

States (ACP) partners; and 

 

(d) who represented Mauritius at the- 

 

(i) 8th ACP Summit of Heads of State and Heads of Government held in June 

2016; and 

 

(ii) ACP 40th Anniversary Symposium held in June 2015? 

 

REPLY 

 

Madam Speaker,  

 

Let me, at the outset, recall the long standing and friendly relations that bind Mauritius to 

the UK.  We have, since the time of our independence, had strong diplomatic and trade relations 

with the UK, even prior to the UK acceding to the European Community.  Our exports to the UK 

stood at MUR 11 billion and imports at MUR 4 billion in 2015.  Our total sugar exports to the 

UK for the 2015 crop amounted to 52,000 tons.  Textile and clothing exports stood at MRU 6 

billion, while processed tuna exports amounted to MRU 2.8 billion.  Some 130,000 tourists 

visited Mauritius last year from the UK and the UK stands third in term of tourist arrivals.   

 

Our cooperation also extends to the fields of education, health and various other sectors.  

I am confident that our relations with the UK will stand the test of time beyond any eventual 

BREXIT. 
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Madam Speaker, 

 

An exit of the UK from the EU will surely have consequences, not only for Mauritius but 

for the whole world, especially those countries which have direct cooperation arrangements with 

the EU including UK. 

 

Madam Speaker, 

 

 Let me now address the specific questions raised. With regard to part (a) of the Question, 

no formal inter-ministerial committee has been established on the issue of BREXIT.  However, 

informal consultations have been held with the private sector on the possible fall-out of 

BREXIT.  These discussions are still ongoing and this issue is on the agenda of the next Joint 

Public-Private Sector Steering Committee which I chair. 

 

Regarding part (b)(i), I am informed that our exports on the UK Market may be affected 

if the benefits of the Interim Economic Partnership Agreement which provides duty and quota 

free market access to Mauritius on the UK Market, by virtue of its membership in the EU, are 

removed.   

 

However, we do not believe that this is likely to happen, given that even if the UK were 

to exit the EU, there would be a transitional period of 2 years during which the UK would be 

expected to respect its obligations.  During that transitional period, we would seek to transpose 

the commitments of the UK under the Interim Economic Partnership Agreement into a new 

arrangement.  

 

Madam Speaker, 

 

Regarding part (b)(ii) of the Question, in so far as tourism is concerned, we are now 

targeting new markets in tourism through the new Air Corridor and expanding existing markets, 

mainly in Asia.  This will offset any shortfall in the arrival of European tourists which has 

already dropped from 67% of tourist arrival in the year 2000 to 54% last year, while at the same 
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time, total tourists arrival has increased significantly from 657,000 in year 2000 to 1.15 million 

in 2015.   

 

This is tangible proof that Mauritius is proactively diversifying its tourism industry.  In 

fact we are expecting around 55,000 new tourist arrivals from Asia during this calendar year, 

thanks to the Africa-Mauritius-Singapore-Asia Air Corridor and other measures initiated in this 

context. 

 

However, we will be proactively monitoring any impact that a potential devaluation of 

the Euro or potential strengthening of the Pound Sterling may have thereon. 

 

Regarding paragraph (c), Mauritius will raise this matter at the joint ACP - EU 

Parliamentary Assembly currently being held in Windhoek.  Informal discussions have taken 

place between the ACP Group in Brussels and the EU and will continue. 

 

Madam Speaker 

 

 With regard to part (d) of the Question, I wish to inform the House that:- 

 

(i) The Honourable Mahen SEERUTTUN, Minister of Agro Industry and Food security 

led the Mauritius delegation which comprised Ambassador H. Dillum and Mr V. 

Gondeea, Permanent Secretary.to the 8th ACP Summit of Heads of State and 

Heads of Government held in June 2016 in Papua New Guinea; and  

 

(ii) Mauritius was represented by Ambassador  

J. KOONJUL and the staff of the Mauritius Embassy in Brussels at the ACP 40th 

Anniversary Symposium which was held at the ACP House in Brussels in June 

2015.  The ACP countries were largely represented at Ambassadorial or Charge 

d’Affaires level at the symposium. 

 

Madam Speaker, 
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 There is no clarity on the exact economic impact of BREXIT and views vary as to 

whether there would, for instance, be a permanent loss for the UK economy with a potential 

reduction of the UK GDP by 2.25% or whether this could lead to a more prosperous Britain. 

 

 Should there be an exit of the UK, the latter would have not only to renegotiate all its 

obligations undertaken as a member of the European Union but it would also in all likelihood 

have to establish a new partnership with other WTO Member States.  However, this a complex 

procedure and will entail multiple negotiations.  Article 50 of the treaty of the European Union 

stipulates and I quote,  

 

“The Treaties shall cease to apply to the State in question from the date of entry into force of the 

withdrawal agreement or, failing that, two years after the notification, unless the European 

council in agreement with the member state concerned, unanimously decides to extend this 

period” 

 

Since the issue raised today by the Leader of the Opposition is of national interest, we all 

need to come up with constructive proposals on the way forward to safeguard the interests of 

Mauritius and chart a new strategy for our future economic relationships with the United 

Kingdom.  To be precise, as at now the UK cannot enter into any bilateral agreement with 

Mauritius without the approval at the European Union.  Upon BREXIT, the UK would be able to 

straightaway enter into such bilateral agreements.  We need to capitalise on such possibilities and 

this is where the contributions of one and all will be essential. 


